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CoxcrESs of the UNITED STATES.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Monday,_ﬁ:cembcr 14, 1801.
O)I motion ol gen. S. Smith, the houfe went

wnicn. . .
Lewis R, Morris in the chair.

The meffage of the preﬁdent. under confidera-
tion.

Gen. S. Smith obferved, that among other objects
to which the prefident had attradted the attention of
the houfe, was our commercial “fituation,  We "were
informed that the United States were at peace with
ol nmations; and that peace had taken place among
the powers of Euraps. It bzcame gongrcfs to direét
its atention to confequences that might proceed from
fuch a jtaze of things; and particularly t;)l Ainjaries
that' mizhe atzch to our carrying trade.” It was
krown that under the Britith treaty, Great-Britain,
going, prhaps, beyond the meaning of' the treaty,
fal inpofed heavy countervailing duties on our
goodsy and that certain acts of France had the fame
5edts, wherehy many of our meft valuable exports
would ceals to be carried in our own bottoms. Early
wader the peefent government it had bees deemed
wife to lay dilcriminating duties, which had tended
greacly to alift our carrying trade.  Our capitals had
greatly increafed, and if foreign nations reftried our
trade by unfair regulations, it became us to adopt
counterading meafures 3 and this could now be done
with the more [afety and effect from the force of our
capital,  He therefore moved :

Resolved, That fo much of the feveral alts im-
pofing duties on the tunnage of fhips and veflels, and
on gouds, wares and merchandife, imported into the
United States, as impofes a dilcriminating duty of
trmage between forasgn vellels and veflels of the
United States, and bgiween goeds imported into the
United States in foreign veflels and veflels of the
Ubited States, ought to be repealed ; fuch repeal to
take effe@ whenever the prefident fhall be informed
that the difcriminating duties of foreign nations, fo
far a5 they operate to the difadvantage of tlre com-
rercg of the United States, fhall have been abolifh-
a7
Ordered to lie on the table. .

Mr. Gilss,  Among the various topics of the mef-
{age is that in relation to the cenfus. It is important
that cengrefls thould be carly occupied in deciding the
ratio of reprefentation, as many of the fate legifla-
tures are now in feflion, and will Le {pecially con-
vened, if they rife before congrefs fhall pals a law on
the fubjet. He therefore moved :

_Resolzed, That the apportionment of reprefenta-
tivesamongft the feveral ftates, according to the fecond
enumeration of the people, ocught to be in a ratio of
ore reprefentative for every thirty-three thoufand per-
fons in each ftate,

01 which the queftion was taken, and the motion
carried without a divifion,

General S. Smith faid, another important member
of the prefident’s meflage refpeed our fituation with
the Barbary powers. It hecame congrefs immediate-
Iy to come= to a decifion that would enable the prefi-
&z more efficiently to prote@ our trade. He there-
fore moved :

Resolocd, That it is expedient that the prefident
bs authorifed by law, further and more effeétually to
Prote&t the commerce of the United States zgainit
the Barbary pawers.

Mr. Nicholfon faid, he did not like the refolution;
it had a reference to a point with which we were
uaacquainted,  The “prefident had informed us that
h= had fent a fquadron into the Meditegranean. it

may have been a wile a& s but be did not wifh the
houfe to commit Jdtfelf until fully informed.—He
moved, with this view, to ftrike ont the words

|

J* farther and more effedtually.” :

Mr. Giles propofed that the motion lie on the
table natil the docaments on this fubject were printed,
thch was agreed. to,’

D= Mi- hell alluded

© Xitions from aliens in New-York, and then moved:

Resaloed That the laws refpe@ting naturalization °

oizht to be revifed,
Mr. Giles thought the motion ought to be fo
';‘:_"" as to_)hring the principle before the houfe, for
Which purpsfe he moved to add © or amended.”
AgreedI to. e pE L
‘JSO'amcnd:J the motion was carried. :
e }.m committee then rofe and reported the two re-
0 l'?"‘."'}’ agreed to. e

' it Tuefday,, December 15, '
s lie hopfe took up‘the (eport of the committee of
‘_,—f'h’.l.’- oI !%le‘,ﬂa't:'fof the umon, -

Vit

into committee of the whole on the ftate of the .

to his having prefented two

RS

The two refolutions referred to yefterday in com-
mittee were read..

1. That which apportioned one reprefentative to
every 53,000 perfons in the United States,

Qn the motion of Mr. Davis, this refolution was
poftponed till to-morrow.

2. That for altering and amending the naturaliza-
tion laws.

Agreed to without divifion, and a-committee of
feven appointed to bring-in a bill. '

The houfe then went into a committee of ths
whole on the flate of the union. Mr. Morris in the
chair.

The following refolution under confideration,

Resolved, That it is expedient that the prefident
be authorifed by law, further and more effeétually to
protect the commerce of the United States againt
the Barbary powers. ’

hr. Nicholfon moved to firike out the words
¢ further and.”

After a debate, the amendment was difagreed to,
and the original refolution paffed.

The committee then tock into confideration the
motion made by gen. Smith yeferday on dilcrimi-
nating duties. '

A debate of confiderable intereft enfued between

Mr. S. Smith, Mr, Grifwold and Mr. Giles, when ~

on motion of Mr. Randelph, the committee rote and

reported progrefs. §

The houte then took up the refolution refpedting
the Barbary powers agresd to in committee, and con-
curred therein, and a committee of 5 appointed,

ez
Wedunefday, December 16.

Benjamin Hugar, 2 member from South-Czrolina
appeared, was qualied and took: his feat,

The fpeaker laid before the houle a letter from the
fecretary of fiate, accompanying an annual return,
ending the 9th inftant, containing an abftract cf =2l
the returns made to him by the colie@ors for the dif-
ferent ports in the United States, purfuant to-the act
for the reliet and protection of American feamen;
alfo extracs from the communica.ions received from
the agents in foreign countries for the relief of Ameri.
can {eamen.

Ordered to lie on the table,

The committee of elections made a further report,
ftating certain members to be duly eleéted ; and fur-
ther ftated, that in confequence of the ere@ion of
the Miffitfippi Territory, under the ordinance of con-
grefs, that territory was entitled to a delegate, when
the territory was entitled to a legiflature. This
period having arrived, the committee report an opini-
on that Narf{worthy Hunter be confidered as a dele-
gate, with the right of deliberating, but rot of
voting. -

Mr. Milledge could not agree to the report, as by
fo doing he would vote for a meafure that would hurt
the foveveignty of Georgia. He therefore moved a
reference to a committee of the whole, in order to
have the fubjed difculled.

Agreed to, and made the ordet for Friday.

RATIO or REPRESENTATION.

The houfe then took up the foliowing refolution,
reported by the committee of the whole on the ftate
of the union:

Resolzed, That the appointment of reprefentatives
amongit the feveral ftates, according to the fecond
enumeration of the people, ought to be in a ratio of
one reprefentative for every'thirty.three thoufand per-
fons in each ftate. ’ i

Alr. Grilwold remarked that the effe@t of 2dopting
this refolution would be an increafe of members in
that.houfe ; that the number would amount to nearly
150. He was of opinion tiat the prefent loufe was
fufficiently mumerous for every correct purpofe, as
well of legiflation, as for obtaining all defirable in-
formation from the people. Should an augmentation
be made, the confequences would be an increafe of
expence, and bufinefs would inevitably be protracted.
He moved, therefore, to firike out the words
% thirty-three,” meaning if they were ftricken out,
to propofe the fubftitution of a larger number. On

_this motion a defultory debate enfued, in. which
MefTrs. Grifwald, S: Smith, Nicholfon, Giles; Bay-
ard, Allfton, Elmer, Euftis, Sprigg, and other gen-
tlemen took part. .

Mr. Grifwold ftood alone in advocating an appor-
tionment of one member, to every 40,000 perfons.

Mefirs. Giles and Bayard, were for one member for
every 30,000. - : . -
~ Meffrs. S. Smith, Nicholfon and Euflis, were for
one member for every 53,000, :

Mr. Allfton was in favour of one

every 315000, - S

The . preferences avowed . b thﬂg’;ﬁ’:ferﬂ fpeakers,
appeared to arife from the app fatioft Bf" that sﬁ\’li‘ot’,‘
to the ftate from which each member ¢amé; which Iefs
the leaft fractions © = % i .

fentative for

.

b %
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“tn
ftate of the manufa@ure in this place, conld Xiotbq:

Some gentlemen, however, declared, and particu-
larly Mr. Giles, that he had made no calculation, and
that his preference of the fmalleft ratio propofed- was
the preference of principle. ' :

Thofe in favour of a fmall ratio argued that
though the éxpence attending the compenfation of.
the members might be fomewhat increafed, yet that
it would be trifling compared with the great advan-
tages that would refult from a larger reprefentation ;
that fuch a reprefentation would be preduétive of
true czconomy as it would oppofe all extravagant ex-
penditure of mouey ; that the weight of expence
incurred by the government did not arife from the.
expence of the civil lift, which formed but a fpeck in
the mafs of expenditure. That it was important to
this governmeat to adopt thofe meafures which weuld
infure the refpect and the confidence of the people;
that this end would be beft attained by each reprea
{eneative being familiarly acquainted withthe interefls
of his conftituents; and that this could cnly be the
cale, when number of his conflituents wag
limitted within certain beunds, It was true that it
had besn faid that 2 body of more than one hundred,
even though compoled of philofophers, was a2 mob j
but it was replied that the long experience of this
ccuntry had proved the reverfe, for that manv of the
{tate lexiflatures confifted of more members, =

T'hefe 1dens were but fecbly cppofed.  The divers
fity of cpinion exprefled, chicfy arofe from a divifion
of the houle on the ratios of 30,000 and 33,000,
The former was advocated principally from a -regard
to Deluware and Rhode-1fland, which by its adoption
would have each two reprefentatives inflead of one, if
a higher ratio were prefered.

During the difcuflion, it was moved to ftrike cut
the word ¢ three ;" leaving thirty thoufund as the
ratio.  This motion was lot—Ayes 43-——Noes 46,

Mr. Bayard then moved to ftrike out « thirty-
three,” leaving the refolution blank, in order that it
might be Rlled vp with fuch number as fhould be
agrecable to the houfe. |

This mation was oppoled chiefly by Mr. Nicholfon
and Dr. Euftis, who were &f opinion that the pro=
greflive increafe of the members would be fufficiently
large on the ratio of 33,000 peifons to a membera
They were alfo further in favour of this number as
it lefc the feweft fractions. The only two ftates
much injured by it would be Delaware and Northa
Carolina; whereas if the ratio were increafed to
55,000, New-Jerfey would have a fradtion of
31,00 ; Delaware of 26,000 ; Maryiand of 30,000;
Georgia of 23,000 ; and Kentucky.of 29.000,

On the queflion being taken for fhiking out
¢ thirty-three,” there rofe only 31 members.
therefore declared to be Icft. -

The queftion was then taken on the original mo-
tion, and carried without a divifion, and a committee
of three members appointed to bring in a bill con.
formable thereto. ’

the

It was

) Thurfday, December 17,

A\ letter was received from the fecretary of the
treafury, ftating, in obedience to the order of the
houfe, the importations made into the United States,,
in American and foreign veflels, from O&ocber 1,
1768, to O&ober 1, 99, .

Alletter was reccived from the commiffioners of
the finking fund, with an accompanying report. made
to them by the fecretary of the trealury, ftating in
detail the amount of flock redeemed, which in the
aggregate amounted to 14,738,567 dollars 83 cents 3,

and ftating that on the 12th ot December laft, thera -

remained in the hands of the treafurer 449,069 dol-
lar: 31 cents; fubject to the difpofition of the com-
miffioners of the finking fund, which, with the grow-
ing refources of that fund, would be equal’ to meet-
ing the 7th inflalment of 6 per cent, the 1t inftal~

N

ment of deferred ftock, and the 10th of a loan -

becoming due. ;
The committee, to wham was referred the refolu-

tion ‘for a new apportionment of reprefentatives .

among the feveral ftates, reported a bill, which gives
to the flates the following members, viz. New-Hamp-
fhire 5; Maffachufetts 17 ; Vermont 4; Rhode-
Ifland 2 ; Conneéticut'7; New-York 17; New-Jera

fey 6 ; Pennfylvania 18 ; Delaware 1; Maryland 8 ; |

Virginia 22; N, Carolina 12; S. Carolina 8;
Georgia 4 ; Kentucky 6; Tenneflce 3. The bill
was read a fecond time, and referred to a committee
of the whole, this day. T '

’

Mr. Randolph, 2 membér of the -commit\tr,évaﬁ‘

ways and means, informed the houle that cértdin do.
cuments juft directed to be printed, oviing-'.t&\' i
inted in l¢fs than 20 days; ‘during ‘which "the pra
?ccd'mgs ~of the committee would be arrcfted, - pf;:
therefore, moved that & committec” be_ appointed; it
devife a’plan for expediting tlie printingirork- 5
Bofe. " - . gpan o . E i
A cosipiftec’of Tire was apgofinte
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